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FARMERS'  INSTITUTES,  I93O 

J.  M.  Stedman, 
Associate  Agriculturist,  Extension  Studies  and  Teaching. 


During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1930,  farmers'  institutes 
were  officially  conducted  as  a  state-wide  activity  in  nine  States*  This 
is  two  States  less  than  held  farmers'  institutes  last  year  which  was 
likewise  two  less  than  the  number  holding  institutes  the  previous  year. 

When  we  consider  the  amount  of  money  contributed  by  the  Federal 
Government  for  cooperative  extension  work  in  each  State  together  with 
State  offset  funds  and  county  and  private  contributions,  it  is  surpris- 
ing to  find  that  Iowa  farmers  and  others  in  the  neighborhood  where 
farmers'  institutes  were  held  this  year  have  contributed  to  this  work 
the  sum  of  $23,109»79»  which  is  $5»3^0»93  more  than  last  year,  and 
equal  to  about  three  times  the  State  appropriation  of  $7»771«5^  f°r 
farmers'  institutes.   Likewise  in  Indiana  the  State  appropriation  of 
$13,70U.S>5  f°r  farmers'  institutes  was  augmented  by  private  contribu- 
tions of  $19,^d5"07»  which  is  nearly  one  and  one-half  times  the  State 
funds.  These  two  instances  of  private  contributions,  mostly  from 
farmers,  which  exceed  the  State  appropriations  from  nearly  one  and 
one-half  to  about  three  times,  together  with  private  donations  of 
$H, 825.00  in  Illinois  and  $15,*+00.00  in  Ohio  as  a  supplement  to  their 
already  large  State  appropriations  for  farmers1  institute  work,  show 
that  in  these  four  States  at  least  many  farmers  must  believe  they  are 
getting  some  benefit  from  farmers'  institutes  which  is  not  fully  met 
by  other  and  newer  phases  of  extension  or  county  agent  work. 

!To  new  developments  or  changes  have  occurred  either  in  the  con- 
duct or  in  the  management  of  farmers'  institutes  during  the  year.  The 
extension  division  of  the  college  of  agriculture  in  each  State  now 
has  complete  charge  of  farmers'  institutes  with  the  exception  of  Iowa 
and  Maine  where  it  is  vested  in  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  Illinois  where  a  State  Department  of  Farmers'  Institutes  conducts 
all  such  activities.   These  three  exceptions,  however,  do  not  result 
in  a  duplication  of  effort  or  a  distinct  or  independent  line  of  in- 
struction since  each  one  cooperates  and  is  closely  correlated  with 
the  organized  extension  service  at  the  college  of  agriculture  and  the 
agricultural,  home  economics,  and  club  agent  work  in  the  counties, 
the  activities  of  which  are  simply  supplemented,  re enforced,  and  sup- 
ported. 


DISTRIBUTION:  A  copy  of  this  circular  has  been  sent  to  each  State 
extension  director,  agricultural  college  library,  and  experiment 
station  library. 
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Controlled  through  State  Departments . 

In  the  three  States  where  farmers'  institutes  are  directed  and 
managed  by  the  State  department  there  were  held  this  year  579  institutes 
lasting  SS4  days  with  1,96s  sessions  at  which  the  attendance  was  272,274 
persons.  The  instruction  was  given  "by  39^"  persons  of  whom  none  was 
specifically  reported  as  a  member  of  the  extension  servicev,  35  from 
experiment  station  staffs,  2  from  State  departments  of  agriculture 
personnel,  and  11  were  mostly  farmers  and  farm  women  engaged  for  this 
purpose  "because  of  noteworthy  accomplishments  on  their  own  farms  or  in 
their  own  homes.   The  total  cost  of  these  institutes  was  $69 , 195- 52 , 
derived  from  special  State  appropriations  for  the  purpose  amounting  to 
$41,260.73  an(i  $27)93^.79  contributed  "by  farmers  and  other  local  people 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  institutes. 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  year's  report  of  farmers'  insti- 
tutes conducted  by  State  departments  this  year  shows  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  institutes,  attendance,  and  amount  of  money  expended,  but  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  days  and  sessions  held. 

Controlled  through  College  of  Agriculture. 

The  six  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  year  under 
the  direction  of  the  colleges  of  agriculture  held  a  total  of  2,005  in- 
stitutes which  lasted  2,86S  days,  comprised  6,601  sessions  and  were 
attended  by  997>l45  persons.   They  employed  259  instructors  of  whom  59 
were  members  of  the  extension  force,  15  from  experiment  station  staffs, 
9  from  the  State  departments  of  agriculture  personnel,  and  176  from 
other  sources,  mostly  farmers  and  farm  women  hired  for  the  purpose 
during  the  institute  season.   The  cost  of  these  institutes  was 
$106,S13.27.   Of  this  amount  $71,156.14  was  derived  from  State  appro- 
priations for  the  purpose,  and  $35 > 657*13  from  other  sources,  mostly 
local  contributions  by  farmers  and  others  in  the  regions  of  the  meet- 
ings. 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  year's  report  of  farmers'  in- 
stitutes conducted  by  the  colleges  of  agriculture  this  year  shows  a 
slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  institutes,  days  conducted,  atten- 
dance and  money  expended,  but  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
sessions. 


vMany  persons  from  the  Iowa  extension  force  and  also  from  the  college 
and  experiment  station  staffs  gave  instruction  at  farmers'  institutes 
in  Iowa,  this  year,  but  no  separate  report  was  kept.  However,  the 
statement  was  made  that  these  thre-&-  sources  -combined  .contributed". 'ov.er  half 
the  reported  total  of  194  persons. 
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All  States  Holding  Farmers '  Institute s . 


The  nine  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  year 
held  an  aggregate  of  2,584  institutes  extending  over  a  period  of 
3,752  days  and  comprising  8,569  sessions  at  which  a  total  of 
l,2b3, 419  persons  were  in  attendance.   The  instruction  at  these 
institutes  was  given  by  653  persons,  of  whom  59  were  members  of 
the  extension  force,  50  from  experiment 'station 'staffs,  11  from 
State  departments  of  agriculture  personnel,  and  187  from  outside 
sources.   Those  from  outside  sources  were  mostly  actual  practis- 
ing farmers  and  farm  women  selected  and  hired  during  the"  insti- 
tute season  because  of  their  success  and  reputation  for  having 
actually  done  the  things  on  their  own  farms' or  in  their  own 
homes  under  normal  conditions,  as  well  as  for  their  ability  to 
tell  others  how  they  did  it.  Farmers  have  confidence  in  and  ap- 
preciate such  instruction  and  are  more  likely  to  put  their  teach- 
ings into  practice  because  they  are  less  skeptical  regarding 
practicability.  The  cost  of  tnese  institutes  was  $176,008.70  of 
which  $112,416.87  was  from  State  appropriation  for  farmers'  in- 
stitute work  and  $63,591-92  from  local  contributions. 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  year's  report  of  farmers' 
institutes  conducted  by  both  State  departments  and  colleges  of 
agriculture,  this  year  shows  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
institutes  held,  days  lasting  and  sessions  held  but  a  slight  in- 
crease in  number  of  persons  in  attendance  and  in  the  amount  of 
money  expended. 

Farmers  institute  work  differs  in  quality  as  well  as  in 
quantity  in  the  several  States.  A  detailed  statement  of  the 
number  of  farmers'  institutes  conducted  and  the  extent  of  t^eir 
work  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  I530,  will  be  found 
in  the  accompanying  tables,  in  which  States  are  grouped  accord- 
ing to  the  two  sources  of  management. 


5793 


•  •:  O 


i 


h 


Parmers1  institutes  conducted  qv    the  Scate  derf.rtments  of  agricul- 


ture, year  ended  June  ?0,  1930. 
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Farmers'  institutes  conducted  by  the  extension  division  of  the  colleges 
of  agriculture,  year  ended  June  30,  1930' 
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